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FOREWORD 


Canada has chosen to develop its institutional and human resources 
in order to celebrate and maximize its linguistic duality and its cultural 
diversity. This choice has been made realizing that not only is this 
appropriate in our determination to be a just society, but it also offers 
the most effective means for realizing the potential of all citizens. 


In such a society, discrimination and prejudice, acts that can 
severely limit the potential both of individual citizens and communities, 
cannot be tolerated. It was with the intention of bringing to the 
attention of Canadians both the debilitating effects of racism and examples 
of success in overcoming and avoiding them that the Special Parliamentary 
Committee was established. Its report, Equality Now! tabled in the House 
of Commons, March 28, 1984 has challenged government at all levels, 
institutions, organizations and individual citizens to commit themselves to 
the full development of a dynamic and socially harmonious multicultural and 
multiracial society. 


The Government of Canada has, over the past few years, initiated 
numerous actions directed to combatting racism. The recommendations of 
Equality Now! will serve to enhance and give additional impetus to these 
continuing efforts. 


Canada is in many respects a unique society, and the most 
appropriate responses to the 80 recommendations are those that take this 
reality into consideration. Firmly believing in the goodwill inherent in 
Canadian society and mindful of the experiences of other countries, the 
federal response has, as its central theme, a persuasive rather than a 
coercive approach. This is considered particularly necessary and 
appropriate with respect to those aspects of the committee report which 
touch on matters within provinciai jurisdiction, or which address the 
private sector. 


For its own part, the Government of Canada will further strengthen 
its commitment to eradicating racial discrimination and promoting equality 
of access and opportunity within its own organization. It will ensure that 
the Canadian legal system reflects the commitment to ensure that all 
Canadians are treated with dignity and respect, and it will strengthen its 
advocacy of the multiculturalism policy objectives in seeking the 
participation of all levels of government in responding to Equality Now! 


In dealing with the non-governmental sector, the Government of 
Canada will give particular emphasis to an approach that seeks the 
co-operation of those institutions. The government will be vigorous but 
sensitive in its efforts to create the climate that will have institutional 
leadership work co-operatively with it, to combat all forms of racism. The 
promotion of this co-operative approach is, it is believed, the most likely 
to be effective within the current Canadian context. 


vi 


The eradication of racism, the development of a society noted for 
its commitment to equality and justice for all and the full institution of 
multiculturalism is in the best interests of all Canadians. To this end 
the Government of Canada is fully committed, and in responding to Equality 
Now!, it has taken steps to increase its ability to support the full 
evolution of multiculturalism within Canada. 


As the minister responsible for the co-ordination of the Government 
of Canada's response to the Report of the Special Parliamentary Committee, 
I wish to extend my appreciation to my parliamentary colleagues who served 
on the committee, and to those Canadians who submitted briefs. Finally, I 
Must thank my colleagues in Cabinet and the public servants whose support 
and efforts have made this report possible. 


David M. Collenette, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of State for Multiculturalism 


I. SOCIAL INTEGRATION 


RECOMMENDATION 


le Employment and Immigration Canada should implement the 
new framework for immigrant language training. 


RESPONSE 


The Department of the Secretary of State with the collaboration of 
Multiculturalism Canada is currently developing a policy position paper to 
set the stage for the renegotiation of its Citizenship Instruction and 
Language Training agreements with the provinces, and for providing support 
to the non-governmental sector. The policy directions to be pursued in the 
context of such agreements will be consistent with and complementary to 
Employment and Immigration Canada's language training programs for 
immigrants and refugees. 


RECOMMENDATION 


ie The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should amend 
funding criteria for an organization or project for a 
second and third year with a minimum of resubmission 
preparation. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada funds many organizations on an operational basis 
while also funding short-term projects. While the former are subject to 
annual review, the intention is to provide funding on a continuing basis, 
where appropriate. Resources permitting, commitments will be extended and 
multiple annual agreements aimed at strengthening voluntary structures will 
be considered. 


As noted in the preamble to Recommendation 2 of Equality Now!, Employment 
and Immigration Canada has received approval to phase in over the next 
three fiscal years a new settlement framework for the Immigrant Settlement 
and Adaptation Program. This, combined with the expanded mandate of 
Multiculturalism Canada in the area of immigrant integration, ensures an 
effective program of support to the voluntary sector immigrant aid 
organizations. 


RECOMMENDATION 


be The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should increase 
and extend funding for both ethnic and racial group 
organizations and broadly based community organizations. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada currently provides funds to unicultural and racial 
group organizations through its Group Development Program. Over the past 
few years this program has become an effective tool in helping to develop 
community-based regional and national organizations. Funding under this 
program will be increased. 


A new funding activity will be established to assist mainstream voluntary 
organizations in adapting to the cultural and racial realities. Eligible 
projects will be funded on a cost-sharing basis. 


RECOMMENDATION 


4, All governments should continue to fund and support race 
relations and intercultural training and public education 
programs which are well researched and evaluated, fit the 
particular community they are designed for, have a long- 
term community development component and are systemati- 
cally linked to existing programs. 


RESPONSE 


Over the past few years, the Government of Canada has increased its support 
to race relations and intercultural training. Such efforts have included 
working with students, teachers, labor unions and police forces. These 
activities and current public education programs will be augmented in 
response to this recommendation. (See also the response to Recommen- 
dation 72.) 


RECOMMENDATION 


De The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should esta- 
blish regional computer-based retrieval systems to act as 
clearing houses of information, experience and advice. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada, in collaboration with Statistics Canada and Supply 
and Services Canada, will undertake a study to determine the feasibility of 
establishing a computer-based data retrieval system accessible at both 
regional and national levels, with a view to implementation by April 1985. 


RECOMMENDATION 


6. Governments should continue to fund community efforts 
which assist visible minority and immigrant women to 
become self-sufficient participants in the economic and 
social life of the community. 


RESPONSE 


The Government of Canada will continue to provide financial assistance to 
the voluntary sector for projects that assist visible minority and 


immigrant women to become full participants in the economic and social life 
of the community. 


As a priority activity, Multiculturalism Canada will increase its advocacy 
role with key federal government departments to support and stimulate 
positive changes on behalf of the visible minority and immigrant women 


communities in Canada. Funding support within existing programs will be 
extended to fulfill this priority. 


In addition, Employment and Immigration Canada will review all job creation 
programs to ensure that qualifying criteria do not present barriers for 
visible minority and immigrant women. Multiculturalism Canada will 
organize a committee of departments concerned with services for visible 
minority and immigrant women to ensure that a co-operative and co-ordinated 
government approach is pursued in accordance with the program needs of the 
communities concerned. 


As well, Health and Welfare Canada will examine the feasibility of an 
outreach initiative to determine the perceived needs and the level of 
demand for services among visible minority and immigrant women. 


RECOMMENDATION 


ike The federal government should fund majority youth organi- 
zations which are prepared to modify their programs in 
ways that increase the participation of minority youth. 


RESPONSE 


The youth-oriented programs of the Government of Canada will be monitored 
to ensure the inclusion of visible minority youth. Multiculturalism Canada 
has initiated pilot programs with such majority youth organizations as the 
Boy Scouts of Canada and the Vancouver YMCA to increase the involvement of 


visible minority youth. These efforts will be expanded. 
RECOMMENDATION 


8. All governments should continue their support of multi- 
cultural, multiracial sharing events and publicize the 


process by which voluntary organizations have increased 
participation of visible minorities. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada will continue to consult with all levels of 
government and mainstream voluntary organizations to develop support for 


cross-cultural communications and to enlist their co-operation in 
increasing the participation of visible minorities. As mentioned in the 
response to Recommendation 3, a new funding activity will be established, 
aimed at assisting majority voluntary organizations to adapt to the 
cultural and racial realities. The United Way of Canada and the Ontario 
Children's Aid Society are currently receiving funds from Multiculturalism 
Canada for projects addressing this concern. 


RECOMMENDATION 


9% All chief electoral officers and governments should 
provide more information on the electoral process. 


RESPONSE 


The Office of the Chief Electoral Officer has already recognized the needs 
of those Canadians whose linguistic background is other than English or 
French. Elements of the public relations and advertising programs 
currently being developed include voter's guides in languages of the 
largest immigration groups other than English and French in the period 
1975-80, and a voter's guide for northern Native Canadians, in Inuktituk as 
well as in English and French. 


Media activities for the ethnic press include briefings, interviews, paid 
advertising and media kits. In addition, a new film has been produced on 
the electoral process and the role of the Office of the Chief Electoral 
Officer. 


The Chief Electoral Officer will undertake to introduce the subject of this 
recommendation of Equality Now! in an appropriate forum involving his 
provincial and territorial counterparts. 


RECOMMENDATION 

£O% Political parties should increase the participation of 
visible minorities by developing more effective outreach 
programs. 

RESPONSE 


The Government of Canada endorses this recommendation. 


RECOMMENDATION 


bs The Canadian Federation of Municipalities should initiate 
a sharing of the models of broadly representative race 
relations committees. 


RESPONSE 


Numerous municipalities have developed multicultural and/or race relations 
committees, often in collaboration with Multiculturalism Canada. The 
Canadian Federation of Municipalities has expressed continuing interest in 
this field and will be encouraged in its future efforts. 


II EMPLOYMENT 
RECOMMENDATION 


WPA The federal government should promote the hiring of 
visible minorities in the private sector by implementing 
the following five-year strategy: 


- Over an immediate five-year period, make available sub- 
sidies and tax incentive programs for the hiring and 
training of visible minority persons and for the promo- 
tion of the voluntary adoption of affirmative action. 


- During the course of this same five-year period, deve- 
lop an adequate data base which will provide a labor 
profile on visible minority groups and assist in the 
implementation of affirmative action programs. The 
experience with affirmative action programs in Canada 
and elsewhere should also be studied. 


- At the end of five years, review the incentives 
programs and the success of voluntary affirmative 
action. Mandatory affirmative action should be 
introduced at this time if insufficient progress is 
detected under the voluntary programs. 


RESPONSE 


The Government of Canada will work co-operatively with the private sector 
to encourage the elimination of discriminatory practices in hiring, 
training and promotion. With respect to programs offered by Employment and 
Immigration Canada to the private sector, consideration will be given to 
the designation of visible minorities as a target group, and other 
approaches to affirmative action, after further study of the 
recommendations in Equality Now! and full consideration of the Abella 
Commission's Report on Equality in Employment, which will be tabled later 
this year. The development of an adequate data base has been initiated in 
collaboration with Statistics Canada and Multiculturalism Canada. 


RECOMMENDAT LON 


136 All governments should redirect the resources and emphasis 
of youth programs so that visible minorities receive 
attention and assistance commensurate with the severity of 
their unemployment situation throughout Canada. 


RESPONSE 


The Government of Canada endorses this recommendation and will ensure that 
visible minority youth throughout Canada will be given full consideration 
commensurate with the severity of their unemployment situation. 


RECOMMENDATION 


14, The federal government should introduce contract compli- 
ance legislation requiring contractors and 
sub-contractors with federal government departments, 
agencies and Crown corporations to implement affirmative 
action programs for visible minorities. All other 
governments are urged to do the same. 


RESPONSE 


This is a complex issue involving many jurisdictions and departments. A 
committee of officials from the interested federal government departments 
will study this recommendation and report to Cabinet. It should be noted 
that a report on the inclusion of human rights terms and conditions in 
government contracts is being prepared for consideration by the 
federal-provincial-territorial ministers responsible for human rights when 
they meet in 1985. Furthermore, the report of the Abella Commission is 
likely to address this issue. 


RECOMMENDATION 


eke The Federal Business Development Bank should develop an 
outreach program to ensure that visible minority 
businesses are served by its financial, management and 
counselling programs. 


RESPONSE 


The Federal Business Development Bank will review its advertising program 
with a view to ensuring that all of its services and programs are made 
accessible to visible minority businesses. 


RECOMMENDATION 


16. Supply and Services Canada should compile a directory of 
visible minority sub-contractors, furnish this directory 
to all federal contractors, and require that visible 
minority enterprises be considered for subcontracting. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada and Indian and Northern Affairs Canada will develop 
a data base for a directory of visible minority and Native 

sub-contractors. The directory will be prepared and made available through 
Supply and Services Canada. Contractors doing business with the Government 
of Canada will be encouraged to consult the directory. 


RECOMMENDATION 


LEZ The federal government should, in co-operation with the 
provincial governments, investigate the methods and 
organizations for evaluating non-Canadian degrees and 
credentials, and the licensing and other practices of 
professions, trades and apprenticeships. 


RESPONSE 


The Minister of Employment and Immigration will discuss with his provincial 
counterparts, the feasibility of joint action in this area. 


RECOMMENDATION 


LS: The federal government should urge the provincial 
departments of Labour, Workers' Compensation Boards and 
other relevant federal and provincial departments to 
investigate immediately the working, housing, health and 
safety conditions for immigrant and itinerant 
farmworkers. 


RESPONSE 


The Government of Canada, under the joint leadership of Labour Canada, 
Employment and Immigration Canada and Multiculturalism Canada, will consult 
concerned federal and provincial departments and agencies to identify the 
means available for solving the problems of immigrant and itinerant 
farmworkers. The involvement of workers' organizations and community 
representatives will be essential to the success of any measures taken to 
alleviate the present conditions. 


RECOMMENDATION 


os Government departments, agencies and Crown corporations 
should not use services of employment agencies which 
accept requests for "Whites Only.” 


RESPONSE 


The Government of Canada does not condone acts of discrimination and is in 
agreement with this recommendation. Supply and Services Canada will delete 
from its source lists any employment agency that has been found by a Human 
Rights Commission to accept requests for "Whites only.” 


A Treasury Board guideline will be issued reminding federal government 
departments that the Government of Canada is committed to work for the 
elimination of all forms of discriminatory practices. 


RECOMMENDATION 


20; The federal government should establish, in co-operation 
with the provinces, universities, and private industry, 
cross-cultural trade and communication centres within 
schools of business of several Canadian universities, in 
order to develop business and marketing skills within a 
multicultural environment. 


RESPONSE 


The Government of Canada agrees with the intent of this recommendation. 

In his brief to the Macdonald Commission on Economic Union and Development 
Prospects for Canada, the Minister of State - Multiculturalism has made the 
point that Canada is not taking full advantage of the potential inherent in 
Canada's racial and cultural diversity. A recent national conference, 
sponsored by Multiculturalism Canada, engaged business and community 
leaders in discussions relating to the economic potential of 
multiculturalism. 


External Affairs Canada supports program development and research in the 
field of international business at four Canadian universities under the 
Centres for International Business Studies (CIBS) program. Fellowships are 
also provided under the program to graduate students specializing in 
business administration with a concentration in international business. 


Multiculturalism Canada is currently studying the feasibility of establish- 
ing a national institute which would promote the utilization of Canadian 
linguistic and cultural resources in the promotion of international trade, 
and encourage the development of management approaches appropriate in a 
cross-cultural context. 


III PUBLIC POLICY 
RECOMMENDATION 


oA The federal government should use Governor-in-Council 
appointments to increase the participation of visible 
minorities on federal boards and commissions as well as 
in the senior management of the Public Service and Crown 
corporations. 


RESPONSE 


As indicated in the preamble to Recommendation 21, Governor-in-Council 
appointments have already been successfully used as a mechanism for 
positive action by the government regarding francophones and women. The 
practice of the government is to encourage the appointment of people 
representing a cross-section of Canada from all backgrounds and all racial 
origins. Qualified candidates representative of visible minorities will 


continue to be incorporated into candidate inventories for consideration as 
potential appointees. 


RECOMMENDATION 


22. The Treasury Board, as the employer under the Public 
Service Act, should immediately add visible minorities to 
the list of target groups for mandatory affirmative 
action. 


RESPONSE 


As announced in June 1983, Treasury Board, in co-operation with officials 
from Multiculturalism Canada and the Public Service Commission, is 
carrying out a self-identification survey of all federal employees to 
determine the number, departmental and geographical distribution of visible 
minorities. This survey will be undertaken in the Fall of 1984 and the 
data collected will be analyzed by December. Special measures will then be 
developed as necessary based on this analysis. 


RECOMMENDATION 


23% The Canadian Human Rights Commission should conduct a 
study to determine the extent to which systemic 
discrimination exists in the public service, Crown 
corporations and those sections of the private sector 
which fall under federal jurisdiction. 


RESPONSE 


In light of the planned Treasury Board examination of the employment 
situation of visible minorities in the Public Service, and the current 
Abella Commission investigation of the employment practices of Crown 
corporations, no further action is required in relation to this 
recommendation. 
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RECOMMENDATION 


24. Statistics Canada, in the 1986 minicensus and the 1991 
decennial census, should include the requisite additional 
questions to elicit accurate data on visible minorities, 
these questions to be accompanied by an appropriate 
explanation of the purpose. 


RESPONSE 


Statistics Canada proposes to include a question in the 1986 Census to 
expand the range of data on visible minorities. This question will extend 
the identification of ethnocultural groups (over 100 were identified in the 
1981 Census) to encourage minority group response; will add “black” to the 
list of pre-specified response categories; and will expand the “write-in” 
spaces from one in 1981 to three in 1986, with examples to prompt 
respondents to identify groups such as Indians (India), Filipinos, and 
Vietnamese. 


For 1991 Census consideration, Statistics Canada will engage in a broad 
consultative process and test alternatives for the collection of more 
comprehensive data on minority groups. 


Furthermore, Statistics Canada will collaborate with Multiculturalism 
Canada to carry out special surveys to improve the information available on 
visible minorities. These surveys will supplement the information which 
will be made available in the forthcoming 1986 Census. 


RECOMMENDATION 


226 The federal government should immediately introduce in 
Parliament a Multiculturalism Act, creating a Ministry of 
Multiculturalism. 


RESPONSE 


As announced in the Speech from the Throne, the Government of Canada will 
introduce a Multiculturalism Act which will give statutory authority to the 
multiculturalism policy announced by the Prime Minister in 1971. Within 
the context of Canada's official languages and of the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, the bill will incorporate the commitment of this government to 
the removal of barriers to the full and equal participation of all cultural 
and racial groups in the social, political, cultural and economic life of 
Canada. Concurrently, the legislation will encourage and support the 
retention and sharing of culture by and among the various groups which make 
up Canadian society. 
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The legislation will detail the powers of the minister responsible for the 
administration of the Act and incorporate the role and structure of the 
Canadian Multiculturalism Council. Provisions for council appointments 
include the requirement that the membership be reflective of Canada's 
cultural and racial diversity. 


If Canada is to realize its full potential as a multicultural and 
multiracial society, to effectively and fully utilize its human resources, 
the multiculturalism policy must be recognized as applying to all 
Canadians. The enactment of a legislative base to the policy will ensure 
that multiculturalism is considered as a key concept in formulating 
government policies. It will also provide a clearly identifiable base for 
national advocacy of the policy and for the provision of assistance in key 
areas of need, both current and emerging. 


Multiculturalism Canada, within the Department of the Secretary of State, 
will have its visibility increased and be made more accessible to the 
community both at headquarters and regional levels. 


RECOMMENDATION 


AA The House of Commons should amend Standing Order 69 (1) 
to establish a Standing Committee on Multiculturalism. 


RESPONSE 


Consideration will be given to the establishment of a Standing Committee on. 
Multiculturalism to provide a public forum for ongoing discussion of the 
multiculturalism policy and programs. 


RECOMMENDATION 


Pile The Canadian Multicultural Council should be reconsti- 
tuted as the Advisory Council on Multiculturalism, with a 
Mandate similar to that of the Advisory Council on the 
Status of Women. 


RESPONSE 


As noted in the response to Recommendation 25, the proposed Multicultu- 
ralism Act will include provisions for the appointment, role and functions 
of the Canadian Multiculturalism Council as an advisory body to the respon- 
sible minister. Membership in the council will reflect Canada's ethnocul- 
tural and racial diversity. Within the objectives of the Act, the council 
will provide advice and counsel on matters referred by the minister. 


RECOMMENDATION 


Zo. Employment and Immigration Canada should take appropriate 
steps to ensure that members of visible minorities are 
not unduly singled out for unusual immigration procedures 
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and that all such procedures are adequately explained to 
arriving persons and their awaiting relatives and 
friends. 


RESPONSE 


Both Employment and Immigration Canada and Revenue Canada (Customs and 
Excise) are well aware of the perception that visible minorities are unduly 
singled-out for a more intensive interview when attempting to come into 
Canada and when approaching an immigration office inland. In direct 
response to this concern, a cross-cultural training program will be 
developed jointly by Employment and Immigration Canada and Revenue Canada, 
in collaboration with Multiculturalism Canada, to ensure prompt and 
sensitive service to the visible minority public. Furthermore, officials 
at both the regional and local levels will undertake greater liaison with 
ethnic communities to explain the role and function performed by officers 
at ports of entry and inland offices. 


RECOMMENDAT ION 


Zon Employment and Immigration Canada should conduct a 
comprehensive study of the current situation with respect 
to immigrants who have been admitted to Canada through 
the family reunification plan, to determine whether or 
not there are substantial differences between them and 
other immigrants in ability to successfully integrate 
into Canadian society. 


RESPONSE 


Employment and Immigration Canada will commission a study of immigrants who 
have arrived within the past three years through the family reunification 
plan and who have settled in five major metropolitan areas, to assist in 
determining whether there are substantial differences between them and 
other immigrants in terms of their ability to integrate into Canadian 
society. A report is expected to be available by October 1984. 


RECOMMENDATION 


30. External Affairs Canada should conduct a general review 
of its policy with respect to the location of offices and 
the procedures for processing applications in Third World 
countries from which Canada receives substantial numbers 
of immigrants and/or visitors. 


RESPONSE 


An analysis of the 1983 immigration record shows that immigration from 
Europe and the United States accounted for only 35 per cent of total 


immigration. The largest portion, about 65 per cent, was contributed by 
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Asia and the Pacific, with smaller numbers arriving from South and Central 
America and Africa, plus the Middle East. In this context, India was the 
second largest source of immigrants in 1983 providing some 7,000 arrivals, 
and that six of the top 10 source countries belong to the Third World. 


Globally, processing times at the end of 1983 stood about 10 per cent lower 
than at the end of 1982. This has been supported by the relocation of 
External Affairs officers responsible for the delivery of the immigration 
program, from developed to developing nations. 


Further improvements are expected following a decision by External Affairs 
Canada to open eight new immigration points of service in existing Canadian 
missions. Seven of these are to be located in developing countries. 


In the longer term, plans for computer-assisted processing and the intro- 
duction of streamlining measures, developed by a joint Employment and 
Immigration-External Affairs Task Force in 1981, will also facilitate 
processing. Both departments will closely monitor the processing times and 
case loads of posts - especially high volume posts located in the Third 
World - to determine if service levels are being maintained and where 
improvements in delivery are needed. 


RECOMMENDATION 


bike Employment and Immigration Canada should conduct an imme- 
diate evaluation of its employment development programs 
and refine them accordingly; should expand such programs 
to include all visible minorities as a target group in 
their affirmative action component; and should pay parti- 
cular attention to visible minority women, who are doubly 
disadvantaged. 


RESPONSE 


The designation of visible minorities as a target group will be given full 
consideration by the Minister of Employment and Immigration after he has 
the opportunity to consider this recommendation and the report of the 
Abella Commission. 


RECOMMENDATION 
32% The Federal Government should, when requested, and when 
the integrity of the program will not be compromised, 


accommodate its programs to the needs of unique 
ethnocultural cultural groups. 


RESPONSE 


The Government of Canada is in agreement with this recommendation. The 
flexibility demonstrated in addressing the specific concerns of the 
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Hutterites, as cited by the committee, will be encouraged throughout all 
federal departments. 


RECOMMENDATION 


357 The Parliament of Canada should officially acknowledge 
the mistreatment accorded to the Japanese in Canada 
during and after World War II and the Government of 
Canada should undertake negotiations to redress these 
wrongs. 


RESPONSE 


The Government of Canada: 

i) regrets that at times throughout our history Canadians 
representing minority communities have been the victims of 
discrimination and intolerance; 


ii) expresses its regret regarding the deprivation and hardship 
suffered by most members of the Japanese-Canadian community during the 
Second World War and in its immediate aftermath, and in particular by the 
Issei generation; 


ii) takes pride that the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms in 
the Constitution Act, 1982 now affords members of minority communities 


protection against the recurrence of such treatment. 


Furthermore, the Government of Canada will establish a charitable 
foundation, to be known as the "Canadian Foundation for Racial Justice.” 
The foundation will receive an endowment of $5 million from the Government 
of Canada and will be empowered to receive donations from individuals and 
organizations. The board of the foundation, appointed by the government, 
will be empowered to use the interest generated to assist those Canadians 
who are the victims of institutionalized racism and to promote harmonious 
race relations. 


RECOMMENDATION 


34. Justice Canada should review the War Measures Act with a 
view to proposing the safeguards necessary to prevent a 
recurrence of the kind of mistreatment suffered by the 
Japanese in Canada during and after World War II. 


RESPONSE 


The need for new national emergency legislation has been under review by 
the Government of Canada for some time. The review includes examination of 


existing statutes, such as the War Heseures Act, which provide for : 
exceptional powers in emergencies. 
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In statements made in 1981 at the Federal-Provincial Ministerial Conference 
on Human Rights and at the Federal-Provincial Ministerial Conference on 
Emergency Planning, the President of the Privy Council, as Minister 
Responsible for Emergency Planning, emphasized that adequate safeguards to 
protect human and civil rights would be a primary consideration in the 
development of new comprehensive federal legislation for dealing with 
emergencies. Recent constitutional developments have gone a long way in 
meeting this commitment. Today, enforcement of emergency legislation must 
take into account the protection conferred by the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. The Charter affords minorities protection against 
unjustified and unreasonable treatment similar to that which befell the 
Japanese community as a result of the Second World War. 


IV JUSTICE 
RECOMMENDATION 


35. Justice Canada should prepare amendments to 
Section 281.2(2) of the Criminal Code so that it is no 
longer necessary to show that an accused specifically 
intended to promote hatred, in order to obtain a 
conviction. 


RESPONSE 


The Minister of Justice proposes to introduce legislation to amend the 
Criminal Code in accordance with the recommendation. 


RECOMMENDATION 


36. Justice Canada should prepare amendments to s.281.2(6) of 
the Criminal Code so that the consent of the provincial 
Attorneys General is no longer required for a prosecution 
in cases of public incitement of hatred. 


RESPONSE 


The Minister of Justice proposes to introduce legislation to amend this 
section of the Criminal Code in accordance with the recommendation. 


RECOMMENDATION 

37% Justice Canada should prepare amendments to the Criminal 
Code so that it is clear that the burden of raising 
special defences is on the accused. 


RESPONSE 


The Minister of Justice proposes to introduce legislation which would amend 
sub-section 281.2(3) such that it would state in express terms that the 
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accused must establish, on a balance of probabilities, the defences 
contained in this sub-section. 


RECOMMENDATION 


BS. Justice Canada should prepare amendments to the Canadian 
Human Rights Act to allow the Canadian Human Rights 
Commission to deal with hate propaganda. 


RESPONSE 


The Minister of Justice will give careful consideration to the possibility 
of amending the Canadian Human Rights Act in order to allow a Human Rights 
Tribunal to order suspension of telephone services to individuals or 
associations which have been found to use them to incite hatred. 


In the longer term, a more detailed review of how the Canadian Human Rights 
Act may afford protection against incitement to discrimination and hatred 
is clearly required. In this respect, consultation with the Canadian Human 
Rights Commission on the recommendation will be particularly important as 
it would be responsible, under this proposal, for the enforcement of all 
non-criminal remedies at the federal level against the distribution of hate 
propaganda. Further, since protection against incitement to discrimination 
and hatred is not a matter of exclusive federal jurisdiction and since many 
provinces have shown interest in this area, it would also be advisable to 
consult with them. In this respect, incorporation in federal and 
provincial human rights legislation of similarly worded anti-discrimination 
and anti-hate provisions is certainly a worthwhile goal to seek. 


This response also applies to Recommendation 39. 
RECOMMENDATION 


ahs Justice Canada should prepare amendments to the Canadian 
Human Rights Act to give the Canadian Human Rights 
Commission jurisdiction to hear complaints dealing with 
the import and export of hate propaganda and its 
dissemination through the mails and on radio, television 
and cable services. 


RESPONSE 
See response to Recommendation 38. 
RECOMMENDATION 


40. Justice Canada should prepare amendments to the Criminal 
Code to allow judges to impose an additional consecutive 
sentence when the principal Criminal Act is racially 
motivated. 


-i1/7- 


RESPONSE 


The Minister of Justice agrees with the principle that racial motivation 
should be taken into consideration when the court determines the 
appropriate sentence. However, while he concurs with the aim of this 
proposal, he does not agree with the means put forward to implement it. He 
considers that in passing sentences, judges ought to be able to consider 
both aggravating and mitigating factors. In this respect, he has recently 
announced the creation of an independent Sentencing Commission which will 
examine the possibility of establishing sentencing guidelines to provide 
better information to judges and to reduce the potential for unwarranted 
disparity among sentences. The commission will be asked to consider the 
case of racially motivated crimes. Such motivation is already established 
in case law as an aggravating factor. 


RECOMMENDATION 


41. All levels of government should mandate the appropriate 
Human Rights Commission to improve their outreach 


programs and establish race relations divisions, and the 
necessary funding should be provided. 


RESPONSE 


The Minister of Justice has no control over the operations of the Canadian 
Human Rights Commission as it is an independent body. However, he will 
refer the committee's recommendation to the commission for its 
consideration and he is prepared to give positive consideration to any 
proposals it may make for statutory change. When referring this matter to 
the commission, the minister will at the same time suggest that this 
recommendation, in particular the need for more outreach programs to assist 
visible minorities, be discussed by the Canadian Association of Statutory 
Human Rights Agencies. 


RECOMMENDATION 


42. Justice Canada should prepare amendments to sections 7 
and 10 of the Canadian Human Rights Act so that they 
include remedies for the effects of systemic 
discrimination on visible minorities. 


RESPONSE 


The Minister of Justice considers that the Canadian Human Rights Act 
already prohibits systemic discrimination and will so argue before the 
Supreme Court of Canada in the case of Bhinder v. Canadian National 
Railways. As this issue will soon be dealt with by this country's highest 
court, it would seem appropriate to await the Supreme Court's decision. 
Should it uphold the decision of the Federal Court of Appeal, the Minister 
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of Justice will consider amendments to the Canadian Human Rights Act aimed 
at prohibiting systemic discrimination in matters of employment. 


RECOMMENDATION 


43. Justice Canada should prepare amendments to the Canadian 
Human Rights Act and the provinces should amend their 
anti-discrimination laws to allow a complainant the 
option of instituting civil litigation against a 
discriminator rather than making a complaint to the Human 
Rights Commission. 


RESPONSE 


Before action is taken on this recommendation, consultation will be 
undertaken with the Canadian Human Rights Commission and other interested 
parties. As an alternative to the present proposal, consideration will 
also be given to alternative means to deal with the basic concerns 
underlying this recommendation. 


RECOMMENDATION 


44, Justice Canada should prepare amendments to the Canadian 
Human Rights Act so that the commission is directly 
responsible to Parliament. 


RESPONSE 


In Canada, human rights commissions report to legislative bodies through 
ministers of the Crown, usually the Minister of Justice or the Minister of 
Labour. Such an arrangement allows a minister to defend a commission's 
estimates in Cabinet and before a legislative body, table its reports and 
answer questions on its activities and pilot amendments to its enabling 
legislation. Considering the absence of conflict and the strict adherence 
to and respect for the principle of the commission's independence, the 
present arrangement is satisfactory. The Canadian Human Rights Commission 
has indicated its satisfaction with the existing arrangement in its 1983 
Annual Report. 


RECOMMENDATION 


45. Justice Canada should undertake a review of the Lord's 
Day Act to ensure that any religious observance 


legislation is consistent with Canada's multi-religious 
character. 


RESPONSE 


Although the Attorney General of Canada has argued before the Supreme Court 
of Canada in R. v. Big M. Drug Mart that the Lord's Day Act is validly 
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enacted federal legislation which conforms with the freedom of religion 
provisions of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, this does not 
imply that it is fully acceptable as a matter of policy. The Minister of 
Justice has asked that it. be reviewed in order to make it more relevant to 
the socioeconomic realities of today's society and to ascertain if it 
conforms with the non-discriminatory provisions of Section 15 of the 
Charter. 


RECOMMENDATION 

46. Canada should, after proper consultation with the pro- 
vinces, make a declaration under article 14 of the Inter- 
national Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination and specify that-complaints under 
article 4 should be considered as subject to the protec 
tion of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 


RESPONSE 


As the committee noted in this recommendation, the making of a declaration 
under Article 14 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination is a matter of provincial as well as federal 
interest. Thus, consultation with the provincial ministers responsible for 
human rights and within the federal government is necessary before effect 
can be given to this proposal. 


RECOMMENDATION 


Ade, Solicitor General Canada should increase the represen- 
tation of visible minorities in the RCMP through the 
removal of artificial barriers and the initiation of an 


active recruiting strategy. Other police forces should 
do likewise. | 


RESPONSE 


Due to economic factors and a low rate of attrition, the RCMP is not 
presently engaged in active recruitment of members for the Force. While 
recognizing the existing restraints, the RCMP is committed in principle to 
actively recruiting visible minority persons. 


The RCMP can presently identify no "artificial" barriers to recruitment of 
visible minorities within the Force. However, should any barriers to 
recruitment of visible minorities be brought to the attention of the RCMP, 
their possible elimination will be given every consideration. 
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RECOMMENDATION 


48. Solicitor General Canada should establish a career deve- 
lopment program for visible minorities seeking to become 
special constables. All other police forces should do 
the same for visible minorities who are civilian 
community service officers. 


RESPONSE 


The RCMP's career development plan permits special constables to apply for 
full membership after three years. This career path has been frequently 
used by special constables. Native special constables are eligible to 
apply to become members of the Force before the end of the three-year 
period. The major impediment, as indicated in the response to 
Recommendation 47, is the present lack of openings in the RCMP for regular 
constable members. 


RECOMMENDATION 


Ao The Solicitor General of Canada and his provincial and 
territorial counterparts should provide cross-cultural 
training for police, corrections administration, prison 
staff and judicial system personnel. 


RESPONSE 


As noted in the report, the RCMP pioneered in the area of cross-cultural 
training with its training program given to all new recruits and all 
officers transferred to the Yukon or the Northwest Territories. The 
program gives RCMP officers insight into the problems and conditions of 
minority communities and could be adapted or expanded to meet the needs of 
particular visible minority groups where the need arises. The RCMP also 
co-operates with police forces at the provincial and municipal level with 
regard to training approaches and sensitization to the needs of visible 
minorities, particularly Native people. 


Correctional Services Canada undertakes cross-cultural staff training in 
respect to the special needs of Native inmates in federal penitentiaries. 
This training emphasizes sensitivity to the spiritual beliefs and practices 
of aboriginal peoples. While such training is concentrated in the prairie 
region, it is adaptable to other areas, as the need arises. As well, 
Commissioner's Directives to Correctional Services provide for the special 
needs of religious and minority groups. 


Solicitor General Canada will evaluate the effectiveness of these programs, 
in the areas of both corrections and policing, on the basis of identified 
needs and concerns of the visible minority communities. 
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Justice Canada has identified the disabled, visible minorities and women as 
groups whose problems warrant special attention and programs. As such, 
they have priority in the allocation of funds under various departmental 
programs, in particular the Human Rights Law Fund and the Special 
Project-Legal Aid Program. The department will use its good office to 
encourage the incorporation of cross-cultural comprehension elements in 
continuing legal education courses given to judges and prosecutors, and 
will give positive consideration to funding requests to that effect. 


The present cross-cultural training programs being developed jointly by 
Multiculturalism Canada and the Canadian Association of Police Chiefs of 
Canada, in collaboration with the visible minority communities and the 
appropriate federal agencies, will be extended to include corrections 
administration, prison and judicial system personnel. 


RECOMMENDATION 


50% Solicitor General Canada should develop initiatives to 
involve members of visible minority communities in the 
planning and administration of correctional services. 


RESPONSE 


The Solicitor General agrees that visible minority communities should be 
involved in correctional services: it benefits the administration of 
penitentiaries and serves the rehabilitative goals of the correctional and 
parole systems. 


A number of mechanisms could allow greater involvement by visible 
minorities in the planning and administration of corrections at the federal 
level. Each federal penitentiary has a Citizens' Advisory Committee 
attached to it, which advises on local needs and represents the values of 
the local community. These committees also get involved in services to 
inmates. As well, Solicitor General Canada funds and consults with a 
number of voluntary organizations which, in turn, are in a position to 
identify needs of particular inmate groups. 


Solicitor General Canada has embarked upon a research and program 
development plan to improve the response of the criminal justice system to 
Native needs and to get Natives more involved. Areas to be examined 
include Native probation and parole programs, educational and vocational 
training, and development of innovative programs involving band councils 
and Native service groups. 


RECOMMENDATION 
D1. Solicitor General Canada should develop initiatives to 


reduce the number of offenders in correctional 
institutions by utilizing alternatives to incarceration. 
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RESPONSE 


In August 1982, the Government of Canada published a major policy statement 
with respect to the purpose and principles of criminal law. It included 
the principle that in awarding sentences, preference should be given to the 
least restrictive alternative which would be adequate and appropriate in 
the circumstances. 


On February 7, 1984, the Minister of Justice tabled Bill C-19, the Criminal 
Law Reform Act, 1984, in Parliament. The bill gives effect to this 
principle by limiting the use of imprisonment and by providing a range of 
non-carceral sentencing options, including community service orders, 
restitution and fine option programs. The recently proclaimed Young 
Offenders Act contains similar sentencing provisions for juvenile offenders 
and, as well, promotes the application of non-judicial measures and 
proceedings for young persons. 


Also, efforts are underway under the aegis of the Minister of Justice to do 
away with obsolete and unneeded offences and to ensure that penalties are 
proportionate to the gravity of a prohibited act. The Criminal Law Review 
as regards the Criminal Code and the Federal Statute Compliance Project, in 
respect of other federal legislation, have been given this mandate. In 
particular, the Federal Statute Compliance Project puts great emphasis on 
non-carceral solution to breach of statutory provisions. 


In addition to these legislative policy initiatives, the Solicitor General 
and the Minister of Justice promote and encourage the development of 
alternatives to incarceration by extending grants and contributions to 
communities across Canada to assist in establishing community-based 
programs and services to meet the needs of particular offender groups. 


RECOMMENDATION 


52. Justice Canada should continue to support the Native 
Courtworker Program and extend it to include members of 
other visible minorities. 


RESPONSE 


The Native Courtworker Program has the full support of the Minister of 
Justice. This program takes the form of a federal provincial territorial 
agreement. Under it, funding is provided to Natives so that they may act 
as courtworkers and provide assistance to other members of Canada's Native 
population in and out of courtrooms in respect to the problems they face 
with the justice system. 


The Native Courtworker Program, which is essentially administered by the 
Natives, was designed to meet their specific needs and circumstances. The 
problems other visible minorities may face with the justice system may be 
different from those of Canada's aboriginal peoples and, as a result, so 
may the solutions put forward to deal with them. 
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The Minister of Justice will initiate a review of the position of these 
minorities within the justice system to identify any specific problems they 
may be confronting and to devise possible solutions. 


V MEDIA 
RECOMMENDATION 


Dos The Department of Communications, when drafting the 
proposed new Broadcasting Act mentioned in the recent 
Speech from the Throne, should explicitly charge the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation to contribute to the 
development of national unity by promoting harmonious 
relations among the ethnic and racial groups which make 
up Canada's population. 


RESPONSE 


In its October 1983 policy on the CBC, the government required it to 
reflect and interpret as fully, fairly and accurately as possible, 
Canada's cultural, social, political, economic, linguistic and regional 
reality. 


In addition, the Minister of Communications, through an amendment to Bill 
C-20, proposes to include specific reference within the Broadcasting Act to 
the responsibility of the Canadian broadcasting system to respect and 
promote the equality and dignity of all individuals, groups or classes of 
individuals regardless of race, national or ethnic origin or color. 


RECOMMENDATION 


54. The Department of Communications should require its major 
cultural agencies and agencies reporting to the 
department to support multicultural arts. 


RESPONSE 


The Minister of Communications is writing to the boards and chief executive 
officers of all federal cultural agencies urging them to take steps to 
respond to this recommendation and to report back to him on their progress. 


RECOMMENDATION 


Dot The Department of Communications should define “Canadian 
content" in film, television and other media as including 
a dimension of Canadian multiculturalisn. 
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RESPONSE 


The Minister of Communications encourages the Canadian production industry 
to ensure the fullest possible participation by all cultural and racial 
groups. The production of Canadian programming which more fully reflects 
the cultural and racial diversity of Canada will provide more employment 
opportunities for all Canadians. 


RECOMMENDATION 


56. The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should assist 
more non-governmental organizations in making prestigious 
annual awards for reportage, documentary, advertising or 
other areas which contribute to harmonious race 
relations. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada recognizes the merit of this recommendation and 
will initiate discussions with interested parties, to further develop the 
awards concept. 


RECOMMENDATION 


5/7. The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should support 
in-service training in cross-cultural communication for 
media professionals and schools of journalism should 
provide mandatory courses in this area for student 
journalists. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada will support, through national professional media 
associations, in-service cross-cultural training for media professionals 
and for students attending schools of journalism and broadcasting arts. 


RECOMMENDATION 


58. All media should hire and promote minority persons to all 
levels of their staff, providing training where neces- 
Sary, and suitable persons from visible minorities should 


be appointed to management, boards and self-regulatory 
bodies. 


RESPONSE 


The appropriate media organizations will be encouraged to respond 
favorably to this recommendation. 
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RECOMMENDATION 


DIR Media institutions should expand their international 
reporting as recommended by the recent Royal Commission 
on Newspapers and improve the quality by broadening the 
perspectives of their editors and correspondents. 


RESPONSE 


The increasing cultural and racial diversity of Canada calls for media 
institutions to develop high quality international reporting and a broad 
understanding of situations and issues. Multiculturalism Canada has 
initiated efforts in this regard and will continue to work co-operatively 
with interested institutions. 


RECOMMENDATION 


60. Press councils should increase their capability to deal 
with racist reporting and set standards for reporting on 


visible minorities for the print media. 
RESPONSE 


The efforts of the Canadian Association of Broadcasters to raise the issue 
of visible minority portrayal among its membership, and to develop 
self-regulating mechanisms, are to be highly applauded. Multiculturalism 
Canada will respond positively to similar requests from press councils and 
other media-related organizations. 


RECOMMENDATION 


61. The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should faci- 
litate the establishment of a media watch by visible 
minority organizations. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada has already provided support for a media watch 
initiated by community groups, such as the Centre de recherche-action sur 
les relations raciales (CRARR) in Montreal. This program will be expanded 
to include similar projects in appropriate major metropolitan centres of 
Canada. 


RECOMMENDATION 


62. The advertising industry should work towards adopting a 
policy of having all advertising and promotional material 
reflect the multicultural diversity of Canada and towards 
setting standards for portrayal of visible minorities in 
advertising similar to its standards for portraying 
women. 
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RESPONSE 


The advertising industry has adopted a responsible attitude in addressing 
this question and making its members more aware of the need to reflect the 
ethnic and racial diversity of Canada in advertising materials. The 
industry and Multiculturalism Canada have collaborated on attitude studies 
and content analyses related to the depiction of visible minorities in 
advertising. The advertising industry is developing voluntary guidelines 
on the portrayal of visible minorities which could be applied to all 
conventional forms of advertising. 


RECOMMENDATION 


63% The Advertising Standards Council should develop a code 
for depicting visible minorities in print advertising. 


RESPONSE 


As an extension of ongoing consultations between Multiculturalism Canada 
and the industry, this recommendation will be brought to the attention of 
the Advertising Standards Council. 


RECOMMENDATION 


64. The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should support 
research into the attitudes of the majority toward 
visible minorities appearing in advertising, and basic 
demographic and consumer information on visible 
minorities should be made available. 


RESPONSE 


As indicated in the response to Recommendation 62, Multiculturalism Canada, 
jointly with the advertising industry, has already undertaken research into 
Majority attitudes regarding visible minorities in advertising. In addi- 
tion, Multiculturalism Canada will continue to support general research on 
Majority attitudes to visible minorities. Statistics Canada has expressed 
willingness to collaborate in the design and/or conducting of such 
attitudinal surveys. The need for consumer information regarding visible 
minorities would be more appropriately addressed by the private sector. 


RECOMMENDATION 


65. All levels of government, including Crown corporations, 
should adopt a multiracial policy in advertising and 
communications and should provide adequate resources, 
such as training, monitoring and evaluation, for the 
successful implementation of the policy. 
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RESPONSE 


On February 10, 1984, the Treasury Board of Canada issued to departments 
and agencies guidelines pertaining to the fair and representative depiction 
of visible and ethnic minorities and aboriginal peoples in all government 
communications, whether internal or external. Multiculturalism Canada is 
responsible for the establishment and chairing of an interdepartmental 
monitoring committee which will report annually to the President of the 
Treasury Board on the implementation of the guidelines. In addition, 
Multiculturalism Canada has prepared information material, including audio- 
visuals, to assist federal departments and agencies in following the 
directives. 


RECOMMENDATION 


66. The Department of Communications should ensure, in 
developing its long-range strategy for broadcasting and 
communications, that visible minorities have equal access 
to the new technology and that their concerns are 
represented in broadcasting content. 


RESPONSE 


Wider access to new communications technologies is of increasing concern to 
the Minister of Communications in developing long-range strategies for 
broadcasting and communications. The department's new technology field 
trials (e.g. Anik-B, Telidon) have emphasized opportunities for 
participation by visible minorities and this focus will continue in future. 


Concerns related to broadcasting content are addressed in the response to 
Recommendation 53. 


VI EDUCATION 


The Government of Canada recognizes the importance of education in 
promoting intercultural understanding and in combatting racism. While 
acknowledging that education is the primary responsibility of the 
provincial governments, the Government of Canada, through Multiculturalism 
Canada, will continue to provide support for multiracial and multicultural 
education through assistance to community groups, professional associations 
and individuals in the field of education. 


RECOMMENDATION 
67. The Secretary of State should encourage the provincial 


governments to urge their various school boards to 
develop and implement a race relations policy. 
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RESPONSE 


It is noteworthy that school boards across the country are developing 
initiatives in this area. The Minister of State for Multiculturalism in 
close consultation with the Secretary of State will seek a meeting with the 
Council of Ministers of Education to discuss the co-operation of the 
provinces on this and other recommendations that follow. 


RECOMMENDATION 


68. The Canadian Council for Multicultural and Intercultural 
Education should examine the hidden curriculum in order 
to ensure that no group is denied a sense of belonging 
and equality of opportunity. 


RESPONSE 


The Canadian Council for Multicultural and Intercultural Education (CCMIE), 
a national voluntary organization, will be encouraged to address this 
issue. In addition, Multiculturalism Canada will continue to facilitate 
change in the hidden curriculum through support for the development of 
educational resources that reflect cultural and racial diversity. 


RECOMMENDATION 


69. The Canadian Council for Multicultural and Intercultural 
Education should promote respect for the observance of 
various national days and holy days of the cultures 
represented in the school population. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada will encourage the CCMIE and other voluntary groups 
to promote this recommendation to school boards. 


RECOMMENDATION 


10% Boards of Education should introduce a home-school 
liaison officers program to assist the integration of 
students and parents into Canadian society. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada will continue to fund community groups working to 
establish home-school liaison pilot-projects in school boards. 


RECOMMENDATION 


#1, The Canadian School Trustees Association should encourage 
all Canadian school boards to develop multicultural 
leadership programs for their students. 
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RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada is prepared to collaborate with the Canadian School 
Trustees Association, as well as provincial trustee associations, in the 
development of multicultural and multiracial programs for their students. 


RECOMMENDATION 


P55 The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should launch a 
major educational campaign on the best methods for 
responding to racial harassment in schools and 
communities throughout Canada. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada will fund a major research and evaluation project 
to help determine the best method for responding to racial harassment. The 


results of this research will provide the material for a major public 
education campaign. 


RECOMMENDATION 


ie The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should support 
research on assessment procedures which are used to place 
students in occupational and academic streams in schools. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada supports research and evaluation of assessment 
procedures for the placement of racial and cultural minority students in 
schools. Special efforts will be directed to the elimination of cultural 
and racial bias in testing. 


RECOMMENDATION 


74, The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should encour- 
age the establishment of an Interprovincial Co-ordinating 
Committee to evaluate the legitimacy of teaching and 
resource materials for the purpose of determining the 
possible existence of cultural or racial bias. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada will continue to provide support to multiracial 
education specialists and related professionals, for projects and 
activities which equip them to review and evaluate educational materials 
and programs for racial and cultural bias. 
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RECOMMENDATION 


1% The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should promote 
the development and use of teaching and resource material 
for facilitating more positive attitudes toward visible 
minorities within the Canadian school system. 


RESPONSE 


The development of multicultural and multiracial education resources has 
received considerable stimulus over the past few years from the support 
provided by Multiculturalism Canada. Canada is recognized internationally 
as being a leader in this respect and efforts will continue to be made to 
ensure that both teachers and young Canadians are provided with the 
appropriate resource materials. 


RECOMMENDATION 


76. The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should encourage 
the development of teacher education programs. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada will continue to support the development and 
testing of cross-cultural teacher training programs through close 


collaboration with teacher associations and other teacher educators. 
RECOMMENDATION 


IES Governments and school boards should introduce 
affirmative action programs to increase the number of 
visible minorities in teaching and administrative 
positions. 


RESPONSE 


While recognizing that the substance of the recommendation falls primarily 
within provincial jurisdiction, the Government of Canada is prepared to 
undertake discussions on the issue with appropriate provincial authorities. 


RECOMMENDATION 


78. The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should provide 
further funding for research and development of: 


- Minimum standards for working in early childhood 
education 


- Multicultural teaching materials for use in training 
programs 
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- Curriculum materials that would positively influence 


attitudes and values during the period of early 
childhood education. 


RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada will continue to support research and development 
in early childhood education and multiculturalism. 


RECOMMENDATION 


19% The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should support 
post-secondary institutions that increase the 


participation of visible minorities in their programs. 


RESPONSE 


In collaboration with the Secretary of State, the Minister of State for 
Multiculturalism will raise this concern with the Council of Ministers of 
Education. 


RECOMMENDATION 

80. The proposed Ministry of Multiculturalism should support 
the establishment of research centres and chairs of 
study. 

RESPONSE 


Multiculturalism Canada's Endowment Assistance Program makes contributions 
to non-profit organizations wishing to create endowments for the 
establishment, in Canadian universities, of chairs of study in the fields 
of humanities, social sciences, communications and fine arts, relating to 
particular ethnocultural groups. 


The Minister of State for Multiculturalism announced recently that the 
program will be modified and expanded to include thematic chairs which will 
be concerned with general aspects of ethnicity and multiculturalism in 
Canada, such as race relations, adaptation and intercultural 
communications. 
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